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Metropolitan School District of Washington Township

8850 Woodfield Crossing Blvd.

Indianapolis, Indiana  46240

Memorandum
Date:  June 13, 2009
To:  Dr. James D. Mervilde
From:   Dr. Karol Farrell, Director of Special Services
RE:  Request to submit the FY 2009-2010 Special Education Grant to the Department of Education, Center for Exceptional Learners 

I am requesting that you place as an item on the June 24, 2009 agenda of the Board of Education approval to submit three (3) special education grant applications for 2009-2010. The following serves as an executive summary for each application. All are non-competitive grants that are received annually.

Thank you and should you have immediate questions, contact me.  
   1.  Project Number:  14209-    -PN01 (Basic Special Education Grant)
   Amount:  $2,515,312.00
This is the Basic Federal Special Education grant for the district. The 1997 reauthorization IDEA (Individual Disabilities Education Act) changed the way in which these funds were distributed to local school districts. A child count on December 1 of the number of students (ages 3-21) receiving special education is no longer used as the sole basis for determining local grants. The revised funding formula now requires the Division of Exceptional Learners to award funds to local school districts based on four (4) areas: LEA Pass-through (Base Payment); SEA set-aside; Census; and Poverty. Allocations for each area are based on separate formulas. If you or Board members would like more specific detail regarding each formula, let me know.

The 2009 amount is an increase of $ 127, 058.00 compared to 2008 ($2,515,312.00  vs. $2,378,254.00) and on December 1, 2008 we were serving 46 fewer students compared to 2007 (1581 vs. 1627). This grant will continue to be used to offset some expenditures associated with special education. Items assigned will include:

· supplies;

· substitutes;

· speech services;

· staff development;

· salaries and benefits;
· psychological services; 
· instructional assistants;

· interpreters for the hearing impaired; 

· homebound for students with disabilities;

· after school support for extra-curricular activities; 

· contracted physical and occupational therapy services; and

· technical assistance for some students with autism and other severe challenges. 

Students with disabilities who will receive direct support as a result of participating in the services provided under this grant include those with severe disabilities, mild/moderate disabilities and communication disorders. Personnel will also benefit by having the opportunity to receive training about instructional practices for students with disabilities and federal and state rules and regulations for special education.     

2.  Project Number:  14209-    -DY22  
(Discretionary Grant)
Amount: $ 250,000.00  
This is a discretionary grant for special education that is received annually because Washington Township serves as the fiscal agent for the CODA project. 

Like past years, this grant enables the district to provide continued fiscal support for specific projects: Services for Supported Employment and Instructional Support, Challenge Education  and Positive Behavior Supports for grades K -8.  
This grant will be used to offset expenditures associated with special education to implement the aforementioned projects. Items assigned will include:

· stipends;

· supplies;

· substitutes;

· job coaches;

· staff development;

· instructional assistants;

· course inspection for Teams and Low Ropes courses; and

· contracted facilitator services for challenge education services.

3.  Project Number:  45709-    -PN01   (Federal Early Childhood Grant)  Amount:  $70,693.00  
This is the Federal Special Education grant for Early Childhood for the district that we receive on an annual basis. Like the Basic Grant for Special Education, the Division of Exceptional Learners awards funds to local school districts based on four (4) areas: LEA Pass-through (Base Payment); SEA set-aside; Census; and Poverty. Allocations for each area are based on separate formulas. 
As of December 1, 2008, we were serving ten fewer students compared to last year (113 vs. 123) and the 2009 amount is a slight decrease of $ 2,328.00 ($ 70,693.00 vs. $ 73,021.00). This grant is used to offset some expenditures associated with special education for preschool. Other expenditures associated with preschool special education are assigned to Fund 060 and the Basic Grant for special education. No costs are assigned to the general fund.
Items assigned under this grant include:
· salary and benefits;

· instructional assistant; and contracted services (speech and related services i.e., physical therapy and occupational therapy);

Students with disabilities who will receive direct support as a result of participating in the services provided under this grant include those with severe disabilities, mild/moderate disabilities and communication disorders, ages 3-5. 
If you have questions or need additional information, contact me. 
cc:  Cabinet

      Business Services
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