
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

THE METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

MARION COUNTY, INDIANA

Special Session April 29, 2009 - 5:00 p.m.

Present:        Mr. Kite, Mrs. Spann Roddy, Mr. Dzwonar, Ms. Harris and Mr. Wright

Absent:  
None


Others: Dr. Mervilde, Mrs. Sutton, Mr. Doss, Dr. Farrell, Dr. Hibbard, Mr. Smith, Mr. Rubright, Glenda Ritz, Shane Grimes, Doug Cassman

Presiding:
Mr. Kite, President

Mr. Kite called the Special Session to order at 5:05 pm with the recitation of the pledge of allegiance led by Mr. Doss.


The Board had an Executive Session prior to the Special Session in order to receive information about the teacher’s insurance program that impacts the collective bargaining agreement and process.

Comments from the Public
Mrs. Glenda Ritz, Washington Township Education Association (WTEA) President addressed the Board regarding the insurance coverage provided to the District’s teachers by the Indiana State Teachers Association (ISTA) Insurance Trust.

Action Items

1. Determination of School District Insurance Programs for Employees (Health, Dental, LTD, Life, and Vision) – Dr. Mervilde

Dr. Mervilde told the Board that Administration has been informed of a change in the legal status of the arrangement and relationship with the ISTA Insurance Trust. As a result, Administration along with legal counsel and the District’s insurance consultant, have been trying to ascertain a level of certainty about the relationship with the Trust and what that means in terms of the financial responsibility the Board has in making sure that the District is on a sound basis financially and is protected from any future negative impacts possible as a result of the change in that relationship. Dr. Mervilde said that at this time Administration does not have those assurances.  He recommended that the Board direct the Superintendent to give official notification to the ISTA Insurance Trust that it is the intention of the MSD of Washington Township to:

1) Terminate the Participation Agreement for the group Medical coverage for teachers provided by the ISTA Trust;

2) Terminate the Participation Agreement for the group Long Term Disability coverage for MSDWT provided by the ISTA Trust;

3) Terminate the Participation Agreement for the group Vision Services Plan (VSP) Vision group insurance coverage for MSDWT provided by the ISTA Trust;

4) To the extent, if any, there is any coverage provided by the ISTA Trust for dental insurance, terminate the Participation Agreement for dental insurance with the ISTA Trust.

In addition, he recommended that the Board of Education direct the Superintendent to give official notification to the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company that the MSD of Washington Township is cancelling the group Basic Life, Optional Life, Accidental Death and Dismemberment and Voluntary Accidental Death and Dismemberment Insurance coverage for MSDWT.  


Official notification is to be given on April 30, 2009 and all cancellations are to be effective at 12:00 p.m. midnight May 31, 2009.


The Board had questions.  Discussion took place.  After hearing comments and questions from the Board, Mr. Rubright, Mr. Cassman and Mrs. Ritz, Mr. Kite asked for a motion.  Full comments can be heard on the District website at www.msdwt.k12.in.us /board/minu.html 

Mr. Dzwonar moved approval of the Superintendent’s recommendation as presented.  Ms. Harris seconded.  Mr. Wright opposed.  The motion passed 4-1.

Adjournment


There being no further business, Mr. Kite adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m.
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