METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA  46240

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Dr. James D. Mervilde, Superintendent

FROM:
Dr. Sheila C. Ewing, Director of Curriculum
DATE:
August 5, 2009
RE:
Approval to Submit Title III and Non-English Speaking Program Grants
Please put the following two grants, totaling $361,948.36, on the Consent Agenda for the August 12 School Board meeting:
· Title III—Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient and Immigrant Students:  $167,050.00
· Non-English Speaking Program (NESP) Grant—$194,898.36
Title III Grant
The purpose of the Title III grant is to help ensure that English Language Learners (ELLs) attain English proficiency, develop high levels of academic achievement in English, and meet the same academic standards as all other students.  Funding for this non-competitive federal grant is generated by the 1285 ELLs who were in our district and in private schools within our district in 2007-08. The per pupil allocation is $130 per student for a total of $167,050. 
The Title III grant funds a small portion of the total English as a New Language (ENL) Program costs. The grant requires that funding be used to develop capacity in teaching ELLs, establish and sustain viable programs, promote parent and community participation, and measure student growth toward English proficiency. In MSD of Washington Township the grant funds are used specifically to provide teaching staff, teaching assistants, and materials needed by ELLs, as well as professional development for teachers and administrators.  
NESP Grant
The Non-English Speaking Program (NESP) grant provides state funding to supplement instruction for ELLs in order to increase English language proficiency and academic attainment.  The $194,898.36 grant total is generated through a formula that allocates $151.79 
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per pupil for 1284 ELLs in 2008-09.  Funds from the grant will be used for the following purposes:

· Personnel, including Student Programs Advisor/Hispanic Family Liaison

· Instructional materials, including curricular support materials, bilingual dictionaries, and native language support resources

· Substitute teachers for ESL teachers administering ISTEP with the allowable accommodations and LAS Links, the English Language Proficiency assessment 
· Computer software to support English language development

· Professional development for ESL teachers and instructional assistants as well as classroom teachers and administrators

· Parent involvement, including translation of written materials, native language interpreters, workshops for parents, and family nights

Please let me know if you have questions or need additional information.

