Developing Multiple Choice Test Items
Flowchart

The MC question is written at the
possible vocabulary level appropriate to
.

No

While it is certainly appropriate to utilize
specific vocabulary all other wording
should be targeted at the
possible reading
level for the
. Remember that the purpose of
the question is
evaluate student knowledge of
the
information, and unnecessarily
can get in the way of

No

Consider the removal of additional or extraneous
information that may not be critical to the question.

No

Reword the question stem to be a complete
question.

No

Reword the answer to eliminate any semantic clues.
These can often be present when the correct answer
to the question is the only plural or when the correct
answer begins with a vowel.

No

Review the use of all of the above, none of
above, always, or never to be sure that
are
correctly used. Absolutes are
incorrect,
and savvy students will use this
when they
don't know the right answer.
do not use
these terms to just add
.

No

Underlining these items and making
bold
increases the chance that
will notice them
as missing them
leads to incorrect responses,
even when student might know the correct
.

Yes
The MC question is concise and uses only the
words necessary to ask the question.

Yes
The question stem asks a full question.

Yes
The question stem is free of semantic
that might indicate the
. Responses
are grammatically similar.

Yes
All of the above, none of the above, always,
never are used thoughtfully and
strategically
the
.
Yes
Qualifiers such as except, not, other than,
etc. are in bold and underlined for emphasis.
Also, bold and underline if multiple answers
are required.

Yes
All response options are the same length.

No

Often, qualifiers are added to the
This both makes it right and
need to do this, do it to

answer.
longer. If you
.

If one of your distractors does not
eliminate it. There is no
exact same number of

plausible,
to have the
within each

Yes
All responses are plausible distractors.

No

